gOO  THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
-of a union which would guarantee both independence and'5
legitimacy of government; apd nothing proves better that its
efforts have been fruitful than the declaration in the note of
the princes, according to which they wish to combine their
efforts for the re-establishment of peace with the setting up of
the Confederation, making their efforts in accordance with
this Confederation, and giving them, by means of the Con-
federation itself, a greater importance in the eyes of the Ger-
man people.
Consequently, the undersigned take pleasure in declaring
to the plenipotentiaries that, feeling the strong necessity of
subscribing to the Germanic Confederation at once, and, in
the case of its development being put off until quieter times,
of at least determining its essential foundations, they are ready
to enter into conference on the subject immediately.
As to the manner and form of settling, without delay, the
two matters in question in the plenipotentiaries' note and in
the present reply, the undersigned wish to confer beforehand
with the plenipotentiaries; consequently they suggest that
certain of the plenipotentiaries be chosen for the purpose of
conferring with the courts concerned.4
The response was enthusiastic and binding, even if not
specific. During the month of April, the princes and free
cities of Germany held numerous meetings to determine
whether they should accede to the treaty of alliance of
March 25 against Napoleon. Negotiations toward the same
end were actively carried on by Austria and Prussia with
Bavaria, Wurttemberg, Baden, and all the other German
states. Since the Confederation did not yet exist, the alli-
ance had to be negotiated with each individual state. The
urgent need for the Confederation was only felt the more
strongly; indeed, Prussia and Austria made up their minds
to prepare an extremely liberal plan for a federal pact.
This recognized the equality of all members of the Con-
federation, great and small; it instituted an assembly to
administervthe affairs of the Confederation; it retained the
existing constitutions; anct decreed that constitutions
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